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Figure 4.4.  
Links between international organizations by subject  
Edit ion 57, 2020/2021 (data collected in 2019) 
 
This table indicates the number of citations from international organizations active in subject fields within a given level of the subject 
matrix (see Figure 5.1.) to other international organizations active in subject fields within another level of the matrix. 
 
The matrix levels are indicated by the column and row headings: e.g. the label W0 indicates level 0 of the matrix, the label W1 indicates 
level 1 of the matrix, and so on. The general headings of the matrix rows given here in the left column apply also to the matrix rows 
given as column headings.  
 
A distinction is made between intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations, and between the organizations citing others and 
organizations being cited by others. Specifically, for each row of the matrix the following counts are given: 

– intergovernmental organizations citing other intergovernmental organizations (IGO citing IGO) 
– intergovernmental organizations citing non-governmental organizations (IGO citing NGO) 
– intergovernmental organizations citing both intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations (IGO citing Total) 
– non-governmental organizations citing intergovernmental organizations (NGO citing IGO) 
– non-governmental organizations citing other non-governmental organizations (NGO citing NGO) 
– non-governmental organizations citing both intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations (NGO citing Total) 
– organizations (whether intergovernmental or non-governmental) citing intergovernmental organizations (Total citing IGO) 
– organizations (whether intergovernmental or non-governmental) citing non-governmental organizations (Total citing NGO) 
– organizations (whether intergovernmental or non-governmental) citing both intergovernmental and non-governmental 

organizations (Total citing Total) 
 
For example: 

– IGOs active in the field of "Biosciences" (matrix level W1: "Biosphere") cite IGOs active in the field of "Conservation" (matrix level 6: 
"Innovative change - structure") in 1,248 cases: row W1-IGO citing IGO, column W6.  

– NGOs active in the field of "Biosciences" (matrix level W1: "Biosphere") cite NGOs active in the field of "Conservation" (matrix level 
W6: "Innovative change - structure") in 3,144 cases: row W1-NGO citing NGO, column W6.  

– NGOs active in the subject field "Health Care" (matrix level 3: "Social action - context") cite IGOs active in the subject field 
"Community" (matrix level 7: "Innovative change - context") in 3,649 cases: row W3-NGO citing IGO, column W7. 

 
Note that editorial discretion is used when an organization cites links with large numbers of other bodies, especially when such contact 
is temporary or tenuous: e.g. foundations funding large numbers of NGOs; IGOs collaborating in specific projects of NGOs not 
otherwise recognized. 
    
Note that the total number of citations given in this table may differ from the totals given in other tables due to intervening editorial work.  
 
 
 
MATRIX ROW NUMBER          MATRIX COLUMNS           
AND HEADING   W0 W1 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 TOTAL 
 
W0 Cosmosphere/ IGO citing IGO 2679 595 3754 3749 2345 2676 2184 662 808 276 19728 
 Geosphere  NGO 1510 536 1622 1108 828 345 886 267 239 45 7386 
   Total 4189 1131 5376 4857 3173 3021 3070 929 1047 321 27114 
               
  NGO citing IGO 1834 428 3037 2870 1689 2547 1883 592 624 256 15760 
   NGO 7398 2034 6872 3948 3026 1597 2853 1073 824 172 29797 
   Total 9232 2462 9909 6818 4715 4144 4736 1665 1448 428 45557 
               
  Total citing IGO 4513 1023 6791 6619 4034 5223 4067 1254 1432 532 35488 
   NGO 8908 2570 8494 5056 3854 1942 3739 1340 1063 217 37183 
   Total 13421 3593 15285 11675 7888 7165 7806 2594 2495 749 72671 
               
               
W1 Biosphere IGO citing IGO 613 1023 1882 2397 1028 1276 1248 396 430 110 10403 
   NGO 372 759 898 872 344 209 509 293 193 26 4475 
   Total 985 1782 2780 3269 1372 1485 1757 689 623 136 14878 
               
  NGO citing IGO 678 1030 3199 3435 1249 2413 1727 764 576 176 15247 
   NGO 2069 12931 7507 8620 2228 1673 3144 1559 1149 258 41138 
   Total 2747 13961 10706 12055 3477 4086 4871 2323 1725 434 56385 
               
  Total citing IGO 1291 2053 5081 5832 2277 3689 2975 1160 1006 286 25650 
   NGO 2441 13690 8405 9492 2572 1882 3653 1852 1342 284 45613 
   Total 3732 15743 13486 15324 4849 5571 6628 3012 2348 570 71263 
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MATRIX ROW NUMBER          MATRIX COLUMNS           
AND HEADING   W0 W1 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 TOTAL 
 
W2 Social action IGO citing IGO 2871 1447 15374 14214 6441 8599 6771 3363 3048 660 62788 
 (structure)  NGO 1473 1353 7828 4733 1965 1491 2447 2098 806 349 24543 
   Total 4344 2800 23202 18947 8406 10090 9218 5461 3854 1009 87331 
               
  NGO citing IGO 2123 1302 16393 12893 6303 11788 8371 5097 2898 841 68009 
   NGO 6655 7591 52021 27590 9479 10844 13714 14005 5312 2370 149581 
   Total 8778 8893 68414 40483 15782 22632 22085 19102 8210 3211 217590 
               
  Total citing IGO 4994 2749 31767 27107 12744 20387 15142 8460 5946 1501 130797 
   NGO 8128 8944 59849 32323 11444 12335 16161 16103 6118 2719 174124 
   Total 13122 11693 91616 59430 24188 32722 31303 24563 12064 4220 304921 
               
               
W3 Social action IGO citing IGO 2863 1883 13232 16579 5834 8424 6137 3629 3109 686 62376 
 (context)  NGO 1413 1421 5488 5123 1657 1350 2090 1425 700 198 20865 
   Total 4276 3304 18720 21702 7491 9774 8227 5054 3809 884 83241 
               
  NGO citing IGO 1561 1297 10612 11097 4060 8459 5680 3649 2057 558 49030 
   NGO 3870 8757 27563 38621 6776 11222 8944 9475 3495 1799 120522 
   Total 5431 10054 38175 49718 10836 19681 14624 13124 5552 2357 169552 
               
  Total citing IGO 4424 3180 23844 27676 9894 16883 11817 7278 5166 1244 111406 
   NGO 5283 10178 33051 43744 8433 12572 11034 10900 4195 1997 141387 
   Total 9707 13358 56895 71420 18327 29455 22851 18178 9361 3241 252793 
               
               
W4 Concept formation  IGO citing IGO 1878 802 6680 6395 3888 4261 3672 1367 1570 352 30865 
 (structure)  NGO 1093 831 4202 2795 1586 944 1696 1128 487 221 14983 
   Total 2971 1633 10882 9190 5474 5205 5368 2495 2057 573 45848 
               
  NGO citing IGO 1057 509 4461 3953 2541 3642 2978 1182 963 379 21665 
   NGO 2999 2457 10038 7087 6644 2529 3950 2311 1210 405 39630 
   Total 4056 2966 14499 11040 9185 6171 6928 3493 2173 784 61295 
               
  Total citing IGO 2935 1311 11141 10348 6429 7903 6650 2549 2533 731 52530 
   NGO 4092 3288 14240 9882 8230 3473 5646 3439 1697 626 54613 
   Total 7027 4599 25381 20230 14659 11376 12296 5988 4230 1357 107143 
               
               
W5 Concept formation  IGO citing IGO 1524 762 6310 7058 3072 6340 3230 2226 1608 337 32467 
 (context)  NGO 1053 972 5330 3745 1487 1612 1859 1907 570 339 18874 
   Total 2577 1734 11640 10803 4559 7952 5089 4133 2178 676 51341 
               
  NGO citing IGO 486 262 2897 3117 1330 3190 1458 1313 563 176 14792 
   NGO 1479 1570 10372 10765 2381 10116 3825 5205 1734 1095 48542 
   Total 1965 1832 13269 13882 3711 13306 5283 6518 2297 1271 63334 
               
  Total citing IGO 2010 1024 9207 10175 4402 9530 4688 3539 2171 513 47259 
   NGO 2532 2542 15702 14510 3868 11728 5684 7112 2304 1434 67416 
   Total 4542 3566 24909 24685 8270 21258 10372 10651 4475 1947 114675 
               
               
W6 Innovative change  IGO citing IGO 1287 805 5429 5320 2879 3822 3649 1303 1363 290 26147 
 (structure)  NGO 608 601 2731 1872 997 588 1595 671 415 94 10172 
   Total 1895 1406 8160 7192 3876 4410 5244 1974 1778 384 36319 
               
  NGO citing IGO 1030 654 5276 4462 2518 4356 3776 1715 1196 402 25385 
   NGO 3008 3485 14369 9058 3960 4094 9398 4894 2796 660 55722 
   Total 4038 4139 19645 13520 6478 8450 13174 6609 3992 1062 81107 
               
  Total citing IGO 2317 1459 10705 9782 5397 8178 7425 3018 2559 692 51532 
   NGO 3616 4086 17100 10930 4957 4682 10993 5565 3211 754 65894 
   Total 5933 5545 27805 20712 10354 12860 18418 8583 5770 1446 117426 
               
               
W7 Innovative change IGO citing IGO 311 224 2538 3161 940 2200 1207 1307 624 148 12660 
 (context)  NGO 298 439 3160 2216 645 878 1056 1510 357 232 10791 
   Total 609 663 5698 5377 1585 3078 2263 2817 981 380 23451 
               
  NGO citing IGO 353 374 3914 3187 1448 3716 1639 2099 631 201 17562 
   NGO 889 1456 12942 8629 2036 5085 4340 8159 1929 1169 46634 
   Total 1242 1830 16856 11816 3484 8801 5979 10258 2560 1370 64196 
               
  Total citing IGO 664 598 6452 6348 2388 5916 2846 3406 1255 349 30222 
   NGO 1187 1895 16102 10845 2681 5963 5396 9669 2286 1401 57425 
   Total 1851 2493 22554 17193 5069 11879 8242 13075 3541 1750 87647 
               
               
  



copyright 2020 Union of International Associations 193 

MATRIX ROW NUMBER          MATRIX COLUMNS           
AND HEADING   W0 W1 W2 W3 W4 W5 W6 W7 W8 W9 TOTAL 
 
W8 Experiential IGO citing IGO 628 344 2973 3276 1535 1873 1679 718 984 145 14155 
 (values)  NGO 295 257 1287 984 418 288 661 294 238 34 4756 
   Total 923 601 4260 4260 1953 2161 2340 1012 1222 179 18911 
               
  NGO citing IGO 275 207 1635 1452 677 1231 1000 585 438 90 7590 
   NGO 632 875 4843 3182 944 1781 2291 2004 1433 359 18344 
   Total 907 1082 6478 4634 1621 3012 3291 2589 1871 449 25934 
               
  Total citing IGO 903 551 4608 4728 2212 3104 2679 1303 1422 235 21745 
   NGO 927 1132 6130 4166 1362 2069 2952 2298 1671 393 23100 
   Total 1830 1683 10738 8894 3574 5173 5631 3601 3093 628 44845 
               
               
W9 Experiential IGO citing IGO 145 65 535 612 238 345 244 187 116 55 2542 
 (modes)  NGO 99 79 521 368 191 106 227 158 49 31 1829 
   Total 244 144 1056 980 429 451 471 345 165 86 4371 
               
  NGO citing IGO 67 39 602 469 272 599 240 330 89 49 2756 
   NGO 142 216 2161 1618 352 1045 566 1112 344 496 8052 
   Total 209 255 2763 2087 624 1644 806 1442 433 545 10808 
               
  Total citing IGO 212 104 1137 1081 510 944 484 517 205 104 5298 
   NGO 241 295 2682 1986 543 1151 793 1270 393 527 9881 
   Total 453 399 3819 3067 1053 2095 1277 1787 598 631 15179 
               
               
               
 
 
               
  
  



copyright 2020 Union of International Associations 194 

          


	Figure 4.4.
	MATRIX ROW NUMBER           MATRIX COLUMNS
	MATRIX ROW NUMBER           MATRIX COLUMNS
	MATRIX ROW NUMBER           MATRIX COLUMNS


