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Figure 7.9. 
Number of languages used by international organizations 
Edition 54, 2017/2018 (data collected in 2016) 
 
This table gives the number of international organizations whose descriptions in Volume 1 of this Yearbook series specify the number of 
languages used, whether officially or informally. If no language is specified in the organization's description, then that organization is not 
included in this table.  
At the beginning of the table is given the total number of organizations included in this table. This number may differ from that of the 7.2. 
due to intervening editorial work. 
 

For each number, the first line indicates the number of intergovernmental organizations specifying the use of that many languages; the 
second line indicates the number of non-governmental organizations; the third line indicates the total number of organizations. 
 
This table takes no account of language groups as described in 7.1. Index to languages. 
 

The organizations are totalled by type, indicated by the letter code at the head of each column. See 1.3. Types of organization for more 
information on types and clusters. 
 
In addition, totals are given at the end of each row by cluster. The organization types allocated to each cluster are as follows: 

Cluster I (International organizations): Types A B C D F 
Cluster II (Dependent organizations): Types E K R 
Cluster III (Organizational substitutes): Types S T 
Cluster IV (National organizations): Types G N 
Cluster V (Dead, inactive and unconfirmed bodies): Types H J U 

 
 

 
 
 TYPES OF ORGANIZATION            TOTAL BY CLUSTER TOTAL 
LANGUAGE  A B C D E F G H J K N R S T U I II III IV V A-U 
 
Number of IGO 1 36 31 166 545 378 20 193 3 47 0 0 2 0 158 612 592 2 20 354 1580 
organizations NGO 37 506 1238 4555 1726 2482 827 1379 79 136 178 56 9 0 820 8818 1918 9 1005 2278 14028 
 Total 38 542 1269 4721 2271 2860 847 1572 82 183 178 56 11 0 978 9430 2510 11 1025 2632 15608 
 
 
31 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 Total 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 
27 IGO 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 4 
 NGO 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 Total 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 5 
 
26 IGO 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 
 NGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 Total 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 3 
 
25 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
 Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
 
24 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 Total 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 
23 IGO 0 0 0 2 3 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 3 9 
 NGO 0 0 0 3 3 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 3 0 0 3 10 
 Total 0 0 0 5 6 2 0 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 7 6 0 0 6 19 
 
22 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 Total 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 
 
21 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 
 Total 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 
 
20 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
 Total 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
 
19 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
 Total 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
 
18 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
 Total 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 
 
17 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 
 NGO 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 4 
 Total 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 0 0 1 5 
 
16 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
 Total 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 
 
15 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 
 Total 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 3 
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 TYPES OF ORGANIZATION            TOTAL BY CLUSTER TOTAL 
LANGUAGE  A B C D E F G H J K N R S T U I II III IV V A-U 
 
14 IGO 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 2 
 NGO 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0 1 5 
 Total 0 0 0 1 1 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 1 0 0 2 7 
 
13 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 
 NGO 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 0 5 
 Total 0 0 0 1 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 4 1 0 0 1 6 
 
12 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 5 5 
 NGO 0 0 3 5 3 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 9 3 0 0 2 14 
 Total 0 0 3 5 3 1 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 9 3 0 0 7 19 
 
11 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
 NGO 0 0 2 0 2 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 3 0 1 0 9 
 Total 0 0 2 0 2 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 5 3 0 1 0 9 
 
10 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 2 
 NGO 0 1 1 3 6 6 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 11 7 0 1 2 21 
 Total 0 1 1 3 6 7 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 12 7 0 1 3 23 
 
9 IGO 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 2 1 0 1 2 6 
 NGO 0 0 1 8 4 13 3 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 1 22 6 0 3 1 32 
 Total 0 0 1 8 4 15 4 0 0 1 0 2 0 0 3 24 7 0 4 3 38 
 
8 IGO 0 0 0 0 4 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 0 0 1 6 
 NGO 2 3 2 12 8 24 5 6 0 1 2 3 0 0 0 43 12 0 7 6 68 
 Total 2 3 2 12 12 25 5 7 0 1 2 3 0 0 0 44 16 0 7 7 74 
 
7 IGO 0 2 0 1 6 4 0 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 7 7 0 0 4 18 
 NGO 1 11 5 60 27 32 7 29 0 0 1 3 0 0 3 109 30 0 8 32 179 
 Total 1 13 5 61 33 36 7 32 0 1 1 3 0 0 4 116 37 0 8 36 197 
 
6 IGO 1 10 1 3 48 31 0 9 0 5 0 0 0 0 13 46 53 0 0 22 121 
 NGO 2 11 19 54 43 57 15 42 0 1 1 4 0 0 12 143 48 0 16 54 261 
 Total 3 21 20 57 91 88 15 51 0 6 1 4 0 0 25 189 101 0 16 76 382 
 
5 IGO 0 4 3 3 15 5 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 15 15 0 1 10 41 
 NGO 1 27 46 88 53 83 27 53 0 6 6 4 0 0 31 245 63 0 33 84 425 
 Total 1 31 49 91 68 88 28 55 0 6 6 4 0 0 39 260 78 0 34 94 466 
 
4 IGO 0 5 3 20 47 35 1 21 0 7 0 0 0 0 17 63 54 0 1 38 156 
 NGO 3 67 75 208 89 132 79 106 3 6 12 8 1 0 61 485 103 1 91 170 850 
 Total 3 72 78 228 136 167 80 127 3 13 12 8 1 0 78 548 157 1 92 208 1006 
 
3 IGO 0 5 8 27 112 56 6 33 0 9 0 0 0 0 38 96 121 0 6 71 294 
 NGO 6 97 127 564 211 344 123 230 7 23 23 8 0 0 173 1138 242 0 146 410 1936 
 Total 6 102 135 591 323 400 129 263 7 32 23 8 0 0 211 1234 363 0 152 481 2230 
 
2 IGO 0 6 6 44 138 104 6 58 2 11 0 0 0 0 33 160 149 0 6 93 408 
 NGO 12 76 171 826 389 473 246 328 15 24 30 11 3 0 175 1558 424 3 276 518 2779 
 Total 12 82 177 870 527 577 252 386 17 35 30 11 3 0 208 1718 573 3 282 611 3187 
 
1 IGO 0 4 10 66 167 135 5 60 1 13 0 0 2 0 40 215 180 2 5 101 503 
 NGO 10 212 785 2715 883 1299 320 580 54 74 102 11 5 0 361 5021 968 5 422 995 7411 
 Total 10 216 795 2781 1050 1434 325 640 55 87 102 11 7 0 401 5236 1148 7 427 1096 7914 
 
                       
                       
 
 
 

                       
 
 


