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Appendix 11: 
The United Nations and the Yearbook of International Organizations 
 
 
When the Union of International Associations resumed 
operations after World War II, officials at the United Nations 
Secretariat recognized the importance of its status as an 
independent research institute. When arrangements had been 
made for it to undertake publication of the 4th (1951-52) 
edition of the Yearbook, the Economic and Social Council of 
the United Nations adopted unanimously at its 11th session on 
20 July 1950, Resolution 334 B (XI): 
 
“The Economic and Social Council, 
“Considering that the Union of International Associations had 
published a Yearbook of International Organizations which 
includes information regarding a very large number of 
international non-governmental organizations, and 
“Taking note of the intention of the Union of International 
Associations to continue the publication of such a yearbook, 
and to take into account in future editions suggestions offered 
and information made available by the United Nations. 
“Decides not to give any further consideration, at this time, to 
the publication by the United Nations of a handbook 
concerning non-governmental organizations.” 
 
After the appearance of the 4th edition the Economic and 
Social Council evidently felt that its confidence had not been 
misplaced, as at its 16th session (1953) it accepted the 
following recommendation by the Council Committee on Non-
Governmental Organizations: 
“The Committee unanimously expressed its appreciation of the 
value and usefulness of the Yearbook of International 
Organizations published by the Union of International 
Associations. Members voiced the hope that the work of the 
Union would become even better known both to the public and 
to Member States and that its continuation would be secured.” 
(UN Doc E/2489) 
 
The annual Report of the Secretary-General on the Work of 
the Organization regularly mentions, in the final paragraph of 
the chapter on economic and social activities at United Nations 
headquarters, the phrase:  
“Under Council Resolution 334 B (XI), the Secretariat 
continues to co-operate with the Union of International 
Associations in the preparation of the annual edition of the 
Yearbook of International Organizations.” 
 
The Yearbook does not, of course, confine itself to the non-
governmental sector. Dealing with Resolution 128B (VI) of 10 
March 1948 of the Economic and Social Council (calling for the 
compilation of a list of intergovernmental institutions with a 
view to examination by the Council of possible duplication and 
dispersal of efforts by such institutions) the Secretary-General 
of the UN himself, in a note dated 17 November 1955 
(E/2088), proposed that the Council, if it should decide to 

undertake, as in the past, a general examination of the 
structure of intergovernmental organizations, should adopt as 
basic document the Yearbook of International Organizations. 
 
The League of Nations 
Following its foundation in 1907, the Union of International 
Associations produced many publications on international 
organization, the main series being the Annuaire de la Vie 
Internationale (Vol. 1: 1908-1909, 1370 pages; Vol. 2: 1910-
1911, 2652 pages). After World War I, this information was 
made available to the League of Nations which used it in the 
production of its Handbook of International Organizations. 
 
With regard to this collaboration, a seven-page memorandum 
by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, classified 
as Council document No.A.43 (B) 1421, communicated on 5th 
September 1921 to the member States of the League and to 
the delegates of the Assembly, on the subject of Educational 
Activities and Co-ordination of Intellectual Work accomplished 
by the Union of International Associations, underlined in the 
following terms the support given by the UIA to the institution 
of the League of Nations: 
 
“The principles and ambitions of the Union of International 
Associations were consecrated by the formation of the 
League. The very nature of the work carried out by the Union 
of International Associations before the war rendered it 
indirectly and within the means at its disposal, one of the 
promoters of the League of Nations. It had already expressly 
declared at one of the Congresses that the principle of a 
League of Nations was the ultimate end of all international 
movements. During the war the leaders of the Union drew up 
drafts of a Convenant and of an international constitution... 
 
“Surveying as a whole the picture we have just drawn, the 
work of the founders of the Union of International Associations, 
a work of documentation and information, of co-ordination of 
effort, of general education, appears as a vast enterprise of 
international intellectual organization, characterised by the 
breadth of its conception and design. Its action is twofold as 
regards principles; it owes to the logical force of the ideas 
which it has brought forward an educative influence which is 
highly conducive to the development of the ideas of union and 
international organization. As regards facts, it has proved its 
efficacy by the institutions which it has created. The Union of 
International Associations, its Congresses, the publications 
connected with them, and the International University, form 
particularly effective instruments for the “diffusion of a broad 
spirit of understanding and world-wide co-operation”. The 
League of Nations should regard these institutions to-day as 
most valuable of collaboration.” 
 

 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (None)
  /CalCMYKProfile (None)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check true
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError false
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f300130d330b830cd30b9658766f8306e8868793a304a3088307353705237306b90693057305f00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /FRA <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /DEU <FEFF005300740072006100750073007300200047006d0062004800200036002e0030>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2438 2438]
  /PageSize [595.276 841.890]
>> setpagedevice


