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narrative or story in its broadest sense is anything told or recounted; more narrowly, something told or recounted in the form of a story, account or

tale, or the telling of a happening or connected series of happenings, whether true or fictitious, or a narration. Narrative meaning is created by
establishing that something is a part of a whole and usually that something is the cause of something else. It is usually combined with human actions
or events that affect human beings. The meaning of each event is produced by the part it plays in the whole episode. To say what something means is
to say how it is related or connected to something else. To ask the meaning of an event is to ask how it contributed to the story in which it occurs. It is
the connections or relations between events. Meaning is a social phenomenon. Meaning is produced not only by individuals but by groups,
communities, societies and cultures which maintain - through language and agreed understandings - knowledge of the connections between
signifying sounds and signifying events. Groups, communities, societies and cultures also preserve collections of typical narrative meanings in their
myths, fairy tales, legends, histories and stories. To participate in a group, community, society or culture requires a general knowledge of these
accumulated narrative meanings. The cultural stock of meanings is dynamic and is added to by new contributions from members and deleted by lack
of use. Narrative meaning is about connections. It links individual human actions and events into inter-related aspects of an understandable
composite. Narrative displays the significance that events have for one another. (The anti-story makes explicit that events do not have causal
connections between each other.)

copyright 2002, 2004 Union of International Associations 386 Figure 10.3.7.





