
Drought has become more frequent, causing breakdowns in agricultural and pastoral systems, widespread dislocation of communities (environmental 
refugees) and substantial losses of human lives and livestock in many parts of the world, particularly in Africa. There is an obvious need for drought 
management, using the accumulated experience of countries that in the past have successfully coped with drought. Likewise, measures to arrest 
desertification are urgently needed in order to prevent further depletion of land resources.
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Integrating water resources management in national development plans

Exploring common property rights in semi-arid and saline areas

Establishing indicators for assessing progress in combatting desertification

Including youth in task forces on environmental education

Producing TV and radio programmes for environmental awareness

Applying membrane technology

Increasing efficiency of agricultural water use

Developing environmental education material

Providing information about forest resources

Practicing development anthropology

Selecting fulltime community managers

Combating droughtCombating drought

Improving priority technical skillsImproving priority technical skills

Planning for environmental factors

Providing public information for water users

Recovering the commons

Recognizing citizens rights in relation to the environment

ReforestingReforesting

Improving career structures in water resources management

Improving national staff for assessing desertification

Holding social invention workshops

Developing sustainability indicators for land resources

Using economic instruments to encourage sustainable use of land resources

Sharing water resource management knowledge

Expanding public participation in water resources planning
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Improving community capacity for environmental education

Acquiring technological skills

Developing local conservation groups

Studying causes of poor organization of community environment

Developing sustainable land use policy

Conducting natural resources damage assessments
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Sharing information about inland aquatic resources

Managing fragile ecosystemsManaging fragile ecosystems

Undertaking surveys on land capability for afforestation

Improving coordination of international agencies on water management

Strengthening interdisciplinary research on drought prevention strategies

Creating environmental education partnerships with industry

Listing community resources
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Training in land resource management

Collecting data on water

Monitoring effects of transboundary air pollution in water
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Supporting community-based organizations
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Strengthening research on drought forecasting
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Conserving grasslands

Supporting education in developing countries on protecting marine environment
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Reducing overgrazing

Assessing means for measuring consequences of desertification
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Strengthening efforts to ensure communities get adequate benefits from the use of local resources

Stimulating renewable resources management
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Preparing investment programmes for integrated water management

Conserving water

Increasing public participation in desertification control

Reviewing environmental education programmes in the United Nations system

Testing economic instruments for charging water users

Improving data systems on land resources
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Creating community land trust

Mobilizing public opinion for pollution control
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Coordinating land development

Ensuring optimal operation of existing water projects in water investment strategy

Facilitating public participation in sustainable land management
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Monitoring desertification

Forming neighbourhood care groups
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Assisting education institutions to contribute more to public environmental awareness programmes
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