Figure 10.3.10.
Evaluating effects of world trade agreements on developing countries
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It is generally recognized that economic development, social development and environmental protection are interdependent and mutually reinforcing
components of sustainable development, and that further trade liberalisation should be accompanied by whatever measures may be needed to
enhance the contribution of trade to the wider sustainable development objective. The WTO Preamble commits the organisation to achieving trade
liberalisation that is consistent with development objectives. A large majority of the World Trade Organization members consists of developing and
least developed countries whose interests and needs should be accorded equal weight to those of the developed countries in the setting of WTO
priorities, and in particular, in the design and adoption of mitigating and enhancing measures. This need is particularly evident in the case of the least
developed countries whose existing level of sustainable development - as shown in the current level of their economic, social and environmental
indicators - is already near to or, in some cases, below the minimum level needed for sustainable development.
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