
Bilateral and multilateral aid programmes of donor nations (most often Western countries) often attach business, purchasing and other requirements 
of recipient nations. This type of aid reinforces the image of the donor as benefactor of the world and the image of the recipient as inferior. Such 
assistance is also typically determined by the intentions and values of the recipient nations, as most donor nations refuse to support governments 
ideologically opposed to their own. Some Western countries may withhold foreign aid from those nations not striving toward democratic ends, 
regardless of the degree to which aid is needed. As such, foreign assistance is dependent on the donor nation's assessment of how the recipient 
nation treats its citizens. Current debates on human rights issues are consequently intrinsic to the allocation of foreign aid. The 1948 UN Declaration 
of Universal Rights, drafted in the image of the American Bill of Rights, states that "all human beings are born free and equal in dignity and right". 
Such is the credence by which the UN and its charter members are expected to operate. The UN Declaration assumes the existence of universal 
ideals.
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