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Class consciousness
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Differences between acceptable behaviour, possessions, use of language and other habits form barriers between classes, which may be difficult or
impossible to surmount, and cause considerable social prejudice. Individuals who make a partial transition from one class to another may be
accepted by neither. Class consciousness as a social barrier can range from elitism (European nobility, Russian nouveau-riche) to self-degradation
(women artists compared with the major male artists), the former possibly limiting association with people 'beneath one’, the latter possibly limiting the
social and educational opportunities which could lead to success. Both of these forms of class consciousness may limit practitioners from realizing
their full potential, on both an individual and a global basis. The classless society, envisaged by Marx and Lenin, has not yet materialized. In the
USSR where, officially, social class - whether defined by job, income, family or attitude - was abolished, there were 'strata’ of society: workers,
peasants and intellectuals, distinctions which were supposed to disappear when full communism is reached. But years after the Bolshevik takeover,
class consciousness still existed. A large and powerful state bureaucracy was founded on privilege. A common theme in research findings based on
many surveys is that of the stability rather than the dynamism of class relations. There is a remarkable persistence of class-differentiated patterns of
social action, even within periods of rapid change at the level of social institutions and political conjecture.
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