Figure 10.2.13.
Insufficient common land in urban environments

Database: World Problems and Issues

Link type: aggravates problems (loops only)

Network nodes: 25

UIA database: http://db.uia.org/scripts/sweb.dll/uiaf?DD=PR&CL=2&DR=E6171

Stultifying homogeneity of modern cities

Uncontrolled physical expansion of cities Excessive use of land by automobiles

Inhibition of exploration by children of urban environment

Inadequate management skills in rural communities

Inadequate facilities for childrens play Sedentary city lifestyles

Isolated village mentality

Disruptive migration/of rural populatigh to cities

Limited exposure to outside influences in rural village:

Airal community selfreliance Insufficient common land.in urban environments

societal service systems

Unused gathering places
Incomplete utilization of external relations

naccessibility of water for recreation

Deteriorating rural community

imited access to societys resources

Low athletics priority

Wismanagement of irrigation schemes
Unhygienic recreational contact with sewage

adequate water system infras e
Water salinization Undeveloped swimming facilities

Common land has two specific social functions. First, the land makes it possible for people to feel comfortable outside their buildings and their private
territory, and therefore allows them to feel connected to the larger social system - though not necessarily to any specific neighbour. And second,
common land acts as a meeting place for people. In pre-industrial societies, there was typically unallocated common land between houses and
workshops, along waterways, as rough ground for pasturing or allotments. Increasing population density, privatisation of land, public and private
developments such as transport systems, and all the other changes of recent centuries have reduced the availability of common land.

There is an argument that agoraphobia is increased among city dwellers by their lack of common land (people may feel that they have no 'right' to be
outside their own territories). In fact, estimates suggest that the amount of common land needed in a neighbourhood is about 25% of the land held
privately. This is enough to provide a meeting ground for the people who live in the vicinity, to contain children's games and to give a meeting place for
mothers where, on a good day, they might come together under a big tree or a pergola, to sew or gossip, while their infants sleep in a pram or their
runabout children grub around in a play pit.
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