
Founded 29 July 1957, on the basis of a decision of the General Assembly of the United Nations, after 18 states had deposited the necessary 
instruments of ratification with the United States Government. A Preparatory Commission set up by the Statute Conference met in 1956 and 1957 in 
New York NY and Vienna to prepare the initial programme and make arrangements to bring it into operation. Statute amended: 31 Jan 1963; 1 June 
1973; 28 Dec 1989. Headquarters are in Vienna. An autonomous organ linked to the General Assembly of United Nations within United Nations 
System. Aiming to foster, encourage and advise on development of peaceful uses of atomic energy worldwide; accelerate and enlarge the 
contribution of atomic energy to peace, health and prosperity; as far as possible ensure that assistance provided, requested, supervised or controlled 
is not used in such a way as to further any military purpose; promote wider use of radioisotopes and radiation sources in research, industry, 
agriculture, medicine and hydrology.
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