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Figure 7.2.1. (c) Organizations: structure and leadership 
Major languages used by nongovernmental organizations of Cluster I: 1993-2000 
 
Shows the principal languages used by international NGOs in the principal cluster of international organizations, reprinted from the previous edition. 
 

 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 

Afrikaans 7 6 6 - - - - - 

Arabic 148 142 236 258 259 145 135 134 

Bahasa Indonesian (Indonesian) 3 - 18 22 21 4 4 4 

Bahasa Malaysia (Malaysian, Malay) 1 - 27 32 25 - - - 

Bulgarian 1 - 12 9 10 - - - 
Chinese (Mandarin, Guoyu,  
Putonghua) 

23 22 35 34 26 23 20 19 

Creole 3 3 4 - 4 6 - 4 

Czech 5 5 11 7 9 5 5 5 

Danish 113 114 211 238 229 135 129 127 

Dutch 106 337 349 317 306 291 266 261 

English 4445 6115 5982 5851 5636 5422 5116 4847 

Esperanto (internacia lingvo) 40 40 44 46 44 45 43 45 

Finnish 77 77 130 88 131 62 58 58 

French (and French Canadian) 2176 3269 3364 3401 3397 3363 3271 3152 

German 1007 1253 1274 1307 1306 1272 1240 1201 

Greek 14 14 29 26 28 12 11 8 

Hebrew 21 21 44 42 43 19 19 21 

Hindi 9 9 11 11 10 10 11 11 

Hungarian 7 8 20 19 18 7 5 5 

Icelandic 6 6 8 9 8 7 6 7 

Italian 205 366 355 348 329 327 315 311 

Japanese 38 37 99 95 91 36 34 35 

Korean 7 - 19 23 20 4 4 - 

Latin 8 9 10 10 9 8 7 7 

Norwegian 116 117 226 125 191 139 133 128 

Persian (Farsi) 0 - 0 0 0 - - - 

Polish 9 9 13 12 13 8 7 7 

Portuguese 219 257 253 244 226 221 197 191 

Romanian 5 7 10 9 8 5 4 4 

Russian 150 161 164 173 172 175 164 148 

Sign Languages 3 5 - - - - - - 

Slovakian (Slovak) - - 4 5 4 - - - 

Slovenian (Slovene) 0 - 7 6 5 - - - 

Spanish 939 1229 1253 1247 1239 1217 1101 1057 

Swahili 4 4 2 - - 2 2 - 

Swedish 144 142 301 195 253 166 160 156 

Thai 7 7 35 34 30 9 9 8 

Turkish 1 - 10 10 7 2 2 - 

Ukrainian 3 - 3 2 2 3 - - 

Yiddish 5 7 7 - 6 6 6 7 
 


