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Figure 7.2.1. (b) Organizations: structure and leadership 
Major languages used by intergovernmental organizations of Cluster I: 1993-2000 
 
Shows the principal languages used by intergovernmental organizations in the principal cluster of international organizations, reprinted from the 
previous edition.  For information on type of organizations and their clusters, refer to Appendix 10. 
 

 
 

 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 

Afrikaans 0 0 0 - - - - - 

Arabic 76 77 112 119 118 80 76 73 

Bahasa Indonesian (Indonesian) 0 - 6 7 7 1 1 1 

Bahasa Malaysia (Malaysian, Malay) 0 - 4 11 5 - - - 

Bulgarian 0 - 0 0 0 - - - 
Chinese (Mandarin, Guoyu,  
Putonghua) 

26 28 26 26 25 24 24 21 

Creole 0 0 0 - 1 1 - 1 

Czech 0 0 1 2 1 1 1 1 

Danish 27 28 44 42 45 27 26 28 

Dutch 13 18 18 17 20 19 19 19 

English 315 466 497 496 498 504 474 468 

Esperanto (internacia lingvo) 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Finnish 23 23 27 24 26 13 9 8 

French (and French Canadian) 228 379 397 416 419 416 409 416 

German 47 69 66 71 68 66 64 55 

Greek 8 10 12 12 12 9 8 9 

Hebrew 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 

Hindi 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 

Hungarian 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Icelandic 3 3 3 3 2 0 0 0 

Italian 22 35 36 36 38 39 39 42 

Japanese 1 1 3 3 3 1 1 1 

Korean 0 - 2 1 1 0 0 - 

Latin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Norwegian 21 21 30 12 24 20 20 21 

Persian (Farsi) 2 - 5 4 4 - - - 

Polish 0 0 3 3 2 1 1 1 

Portuguese 44 49 44 44 51 45 45 45 

Romanian 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 

Russian 54 57 62 56 54 45 47 49 

Slovakian (Slovak) - - 0 0 0 - - - 

Slovenian (Slovene) 0 - 1 1 1 - - - 

Spanish 116 166 170 170 172 160 158 162 

Swahili 1 1 2 - - 1 1 - 

Swedish 29 30 43 28 37 27 23 23 

Thai 0 0 15 18 20 0 0 0 

Turkish 0 - 6 4 4 2 3 - 

Ukrainian 0 - 0 0 0 1 - - 

Yiddish 0 0 0 - 0 0 0 0 
 


