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Figure 7.2.1. (a) Organizations: structure and leadership 
Major languages used by international organizations of Cluster I: 1993-2000 
 
Shows the principal languages used by the principal cluster of international organizations (IGO and NGO), reprinted from the previous edition.  For 
information on types of organizations and their clusters, refer to Appendix 10. 
 

 2000 1999 1998 1997 1996 1995 1994 1993 

Afrikaans 7 6 6 - - - - - 

Arabic 224 219 348 377 377 225 211 207 

Bahasa Indonesian (Indonesian) 3 - 24 29 28 5 5 5 
Bahasa Malaysia (Malaysian, 
Malay) 

1 - 31 4 30 - - - 

Bulgarian 1 - 12 9 10 - - - 

Chinese (Mandarin, Guoyu,  
Putonghua) 

49 50 61 60 51 47 44 40 

Creole 3 3 4 - 5 7 - 5 

Czech 5 5 12 9 10 6 6 6 

Danish 140 142 255 265 274 162 155 155 

Dutch 119 355 367 334 326 310 285 280 

English 4760 6581 6479 6347 6134 5926 5590 5315 

Esperanto (internacia lingvo) 40 40 44 46 44 45 43 45 

Finnish 100 100 157 112 157 75 67 66 

French (and French Canadian) 2404 3648 3761 3817 3816 3779 3680 3568 

German 1054 1322 1340 1378 1374 1338 1304 1256 

Greek 22 24 41 38 40 21 19 17 

Hebrew 21 21 45 43 44 19 19 21 

Hindi 10 10 12 12 12 11 12 12 

Hungarian 7 8 21 20 19 8 6 6 

Icelandic 9 9 11 12 10 7 6 7 

Italian 227 401 391 384 367 366 354 353 

Japanese 39 38 102 98 94 37 35 36 

Korean 7 - 21 24 21 4 4 - 

Latin 8 9 10 10 9 8 7 7 

Norwegian 137 138 156 137 215 159 153 149 

Persian (Farsi) 2 - 5 4 4 - - - 

Polish 9 9 16 15 15 9 8 8 

Portuguese 263 306 297 288 277 266 242 236 

Romanian 6 8 12 11 10 7 6 6 

Russian 204 218 226 229 226 220 211 197 

Sign Languages 3 5 - - - - - - 

Slovakian (Slovak) - - 4 5 4 - - - 

Slovenian (Slovene) 0 - 8 7 6 - - - 

Spanish 1055 1395 1423 1417 1411 1377 1259 1219 

Swahili 5 5 4 - - 3 3 - 

Swedish 173 172 344 223 290 193 183 179 

Thai 7 7 50 52 50 9 9 8 

Turkish 1 - 16 14 11 4 5 - 

Ukrainian 3 - 3 2 2 4 - - 

Yiddish 5 7 7 - 6 6 6 7 
 


