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Irresponsible nationalism
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N ationalism is a political state of mind in which the supreme loyalty of the individual is felt to be due to the nation-state. The nation-state is regarded not
only as the ideal, 'natural', or 'normal’ form of political organization but also as the indispensable framework for all social, cultural and economic
activities. Themaintenets of nationalism are: love of a common soil, race, language, or historical culture; desire for the political independence, security, and
prestige of the nation; mystical devotion to a vague, sometimes even supernatural, social organism which, known as a nation or Volk, is more than the sum
of its parts; the living of an individual exclusively for the nation, with the corollary that the nation is an end in itself; belief that the nation is or should be
dominant among other nations and should take aggressive action to this end. Characteristics of nationalism are ideas of national superiority and national
exclusiveness, which are developed to a greater or lesser degree, depending on the historical situation and the relations of a particular nation with other
nations. In addition to ethnic nationalism, there is statism where nationalist loyalties are focused on the state. Statism demands that all subjects obey and
serve the state, as distinct from the nation or people, as the highest object of their allegiance. They are expected to pay taxes, serve in the armed forces and
whole-heartedly back the state's goals athome and abroad. These two forms of nationalism are frequently intermingled.
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