
A variety of treaties and conventions determine which nations’ vessels have the right to fish in what waters. When the status of these treaties
changes, conflicts over fishing rights can result. For example, France and Canada, Denmark and the UK, and Japan and New Zealand, have had

conflicts during the past few years. From the 1990's, inshore and offshore fishermen came into conflict over fishing rights ever more frequently. The
conflict has been embittered by national governments granting large, usually European, Canadian or Asian companies generous rights to both
offshore and inshore fishing in return for large fees. In Senegal these fees make up 70% of the government's annual revenue. At the same time, the
government has failed to take measures to protect the traditional local fisherman's rights and his supply of fish. The Senegalese fish supply has been
further imperilled by the government issuing many fishing licenses to new Senegalese inshore fishermen.
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Conflicts over fishing rights
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