
The variety of natural life forms, whether eco-regions, habitats, species or gene pools, is being endangered by human activity. It is this variety
which ensures the regeneration of harvested resources and the maintenance of ecological processes, whether as a vital part of world heritage or

for its own sake. It also provides resources for the development and improvement of domesticated crops and livestock, for recreation and tourism,
and for research and education. At the broadest level, biodiversity loss is driven by: economic systems and policies that fail to value properly the
environment and its resources; legal and institutional systems that promote unsustainable exploitation; and inequity in ownership and access to
natural resources, including the benefits from their use. While some species are under direct threat, for example from hunting, poaching and illegal
trade, the major threats come from changes in land use leading to the destruction, alteration or fragmentation of habitats.
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Erosion of biological diversity
Figure 10.2.13.
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