
Asian-Pacific Network Information Centre

Financial Services Technology Consortium

Internet Freedom Network

World Chambers Network

European Research Consortium for Informatics and Mathematics

Internet Assigned Numbers Authority

Foundation for Intelligent Physical Agents

Inter-American Association of Industrial Property

International Trademark Association

International Bar Association

Network Computer Consortium

World Wide Web Consortium

Internet Research Task Force

Asia-Pacific Networking Group

Electronic Frontier Foundation

Internet Software Consortium

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers

Direct Marketing Association

Internet Architecture Board

Center for Strategic and International Studies Washington DC

Delivery of Advanced Network Technology in Europe

Center for Democracy and Technology

First Org

International World Wide Web Conference Committee

North American Network Operators Group

European Communities Trade Mark Association

ATM Forum

Agent Society

Internet Engineering Task Force

ICC Commission on Telecommunications and Information Technologies

Council of European National Top-Level Domain Registries

Trans-European Research and Education Networking Association

Internet Privacy Coalition

Infrared Data Association

Internet Mail Consortium

Global Internet Liberty Campaign

Association of European Trade Mark Owners

Commercial Internet eXchange Association

Information Technology Association of America

Internet Society

Arab Society for the Protection of Intellectual Property

International DOI Foundation

Internet

International Organization for Standardization

World Federation of Advertisers

Organization of Internet Users

Electronic Privacy Information Center

International Electrotechnical Commission

Association francophone des utilisateurs de Linux et des logiciels libres

RIPE Network Coordination Centre

World Information Technology and Services Alliance

CommerceNet Consortium

Global Information Infrastructure Commission

Internet Engineering and Planning Group

Generic Top Level Domain Memorandum of Understanding

Founded as a development/expansion/combination of the computer network ARPAnet, set up in 1975 within Advanced Research Project Agency
(ARPA) of the USA Department of Defense, and NSFnet, a computer network of National Science Foundation. ARPAnet was conceived and designed

in 1963 by Larry Roberts. The combination of ARPAnet and NSFnet used a common set of communication protocols (based on data packet switching)
which allowed other computer networks to become interconnected in a system which was a fundamentally decentralized network. Now international in
scope, the name "Internet" refers specifically to this network of networks and is derived from the term "internetworking" which was used to describe the
protocols which ARPA and others developed and standardized for allowing computers to exchange information. It allows any user with basic computer
equipment to connect, communicate and host information internationally at low cost. The internet is defined as the network of all computers which have a
dedicated connection to the internet structure or "backbone". Related to it are constituent networks and appointed committees, working groups,
consortiums and special interest groups (SIGs).
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