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Conserving landscape diversity
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he enhancement of the ecological function of land cover, including riparian and alluvial vegetation, to combat erosion and maintain the water cycle

supporting ecosystems and habitats important for biodiversity. Many countries have areas with special natural qualities characterized by the
harmonious interaction between resident populations and the land. Some, but by no means all, such areas are protected landscapes. Land use patterns
and practices have a major influence on biodiversity around the world. In some cases land use patterns and practices support the conservation and
sustainable use of biodiversity, while in others they cause serious threats. In this context, agriculture generates both benefits and pressures on biodiversity
depending, in many cases, on practices, biogeography, grazing periods, etc. Fields and pastures, along with forests and natural areas, form part of the rural
landscape. Agricultural land often provides and creates important habitats for wildlife. Land, or the soil itself, plays an important function in the hydrological
cycle and in cleansing the air of noxious gases, such as ammonia.
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