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Inhumane treatment of animals takes on various forms. Domestic and captive animals often live in inhumane or insanitary conditions. This is the case in
many zoos. Unfit domestic animals can be abandoned or painfully put death. In some countries, the surplus of dogs is controlled by the use of strychnine.

There is wanton abuse of animals for human's convenience, namely for the claims and interests of science, sport, entertainment and the production of food.
Inhumane slaughter of food animals is still widespread in the meat industry and in the whaling and sealing industries. The cramming of geese (to fatten their
liver) is but another example of cruelty inflicted on livestock. Cruel transportation, whether by road, rail, sea or air, is one of the main causes of animal
suffering. Contemporary philosophers question the traditional legitimizing of tyranny of human over nonhuman animals. Thomas Aquinas, in denying that
animals have souls, laid the theological groundwork for post-Enlightenment philosophers to dismiss the non-human side of creation altogether.
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