
Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research

United Nations Development Fund for Women

Arab Trade Financing Programme

Global Resource Information Database

International Centre for Migration Policy Development, Vienna

ANZUS Council

International Labour Organization

Commonwealth Criminal Law Unit

Digital Opportunity Task Force

International Centre for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology

Andean Community

Coordinated African Programme of Assistance on Services

Cooperative Programme on Research and Technology Transfer for the South American Tropics

Caribbean Development Bank

Department for International Development

European Centre for Geodynamics and Seismology

West Africa Rice Development Association

International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes

OECD Development Centre

Inter-African Phyto-Sanitary Council

African Development Bank Group

Southern Common Market

United Nations Centre for Human Settlements - UNCHS

Colombo Plan Staff College for Technician Education

International Vine and Wine Office

Convention concerning the protection of the world cultural and natural heritage

Committee on Sustainable Energy

International Commission for the Protection of the Danube River

Bank for International Settlements

International Textiles and Clothing Bureau

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe

Secretariat for Eastern African Coastal Area Management

International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants

International Lead and Zinc Study Group

International Geological Correlation Programme

International Rice Research Institute

Action Plan for the Protection of the Marine Environment and the Sustainable Development of the Mediterranean

Conference of Ministers of Agriculture of West and Central Africa

Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research Institutions

International Commission for Scientific Exploration of the Mediterranean Sea

Commonwealth Development Corporation

World Food Programme

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees

Information Network on Education in Europe

International Cooperation Centre of Agricultural Research for Development

South Pacific Regional Environment Programme

Consultative Group on Food Production and Investment

Organization of American States

Statistical Office of the European Communities

Intergovernmental Sub-Group on Bananas

Afro-Asian Rural Development Organization

Arctic Council Working Group on Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment

International Atomic Energy Agency

Institute for Research, Extension and Training in Agriculture

African Regional Industrial Property Organization

Inter-American Development Bank

Southern African Centre for Cooperation in Agricultural Research and Training

Group of 77

Network of Aquaculture Centres in Asia-Pacific

Committee for the Development of the Pan-European Ecological Network

Latin American Integration Association

United Nations Development Programme

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa

Conference of European Statisticians

Inter-Parliamentary Consultative Council of Benelux

Financial Stability Forum

Latin American Centre for Development Administration

World Heritage Committee

Economic Community of West African States

International Telecommunication Union

Venice European Centre for the Trades and Professions of the Conservation of Architectural Heritage

Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation

Common Fund for Commodities

Association of South East Asian Nations

Cairo Regional Centre for International Commercial Arbitration

Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel

Southeast Asian Regional Centre for Tropical Biology

CAB INTERNATIONAL

International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

Arab Organization for Agricultural Development

Islamic Development Bank

International Council for the Exploration of the Sea

European Forest Genetic Resources Programme

Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee

International Hydrological Programme

Caribbean Community

Nordic Joint Committee for Agricultural Research

International Fund for Agricultural Development

Partial agreement in the social and public health field

AFWC/EFC/NEFC Committee on Mediterranean Forestry Questions - Silva Mediterranea

SEAMEO Regional Centre for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture

International Network for the Improvement of Banana and Plantain

Scientific, Technical and Research Commission of the Organization of African Unity

Commonwealth Institute
International Plant Genetic Resources Institute

Convention for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea against pollution

Convention on biological diversity

Joint Ministerial Committee of the Boards of Governors of the World Bank and the International Monetary Fund on the Transfer of Real Resources to Developing Countries

Commonwealth of Independent States

OSPAR Commission

United Nations University

ESRIN

United Nations

Inter-Agency Task Force on Employment and Sustainable Livelihoods for All

Commonwealth Secretariat

Secretariat for the Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer

Trans-African Highway Bureau

Council of the Baltic Sea States

Cooperative Programme of Agricultural Research for the Andean Countries

Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research

Global System for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Sustainable Agriculture

UNESCO Regional Office for Science and Technology for South and Central Asia

Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution

International Union for the Protection of Literary and Artistic Works

European Community
Clearing House
Mechanism

European Commission

General agreement on tariffs and trade, 1994

Southeast European Cooperative Initiative

WHO Tobacco Free Initiative

United Nations Inter-Agency Standing Committee

United Nations Children's Fund

Council of Europe

FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission

Earthwatch

Southern African Customs Union

Permanent Secretariat of the General Treaty on Central American Economic Integration

Intergovernmental Group on Rice

Regional Organization for the Conservation of the Environment of the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden

European Union

European Centre for Disaster Medicine

OSCE - Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights

Western European Union

UNEP Chemicals

Intergovernmental Group on Bananas and on Tropical Fruits

European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization

Centre for Trade Facilitation and Electronic Business

Caribbean Epidemiology Centre

Sustainable Cities Programme

UPU Council of Administration

Committee for Trade, Industry and Enterprise Development

Organisation for Economic
Cooperation and
Development

Assistance for Economic Restructuring in the Countries of Central and Eastern Europe

North Atlantic Marine Mammal Commission

African Commission on Human and Peoples' Rights

International Consultative Group on Food Irradiation

International Maritime Organization

European Cooperative Programme for Crop Genetic Resources Networks

BioNET INTERNATIONAL Consultative Group

Arab Monetary Fund

Convention on the conservation of migratory species of wild animals

Central European Initiative

Center for Information on Migration in Latin America

Science and Technology Policy Information Exchange Programme

International Tropical Timber Organization

Caribbean Network of Educational Innovation for Development

Commonwealth Committee on Cooperation Through Sport

Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture

Regional Cooperation in Southeast Asia on Plant Genetic Resources

United Nations Environment Programme

Union ‚conomique et mon‚taire Ouest africaine

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe

United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

European Centre for Seismic and Geomorphological Hazards

European University Centre for Cultural Heritage, Ravello

European Inland Fisheries Advisory Commission

Arab Fund for Economic and Social Development

United Nations Population Fund

World Bank Administrative Tribunal

SADC Plant Genetic Resources Centre

African Regional Centre for Engineering Design and Manufacturing

Economic Cooperation Organization

UNESCO Energy Information Programme

Central American Monetary Council

International Information System for the Agricultural Sciences and Technology

United Nations convention to combat desertification

Asian Productivity Organization

Group of Fifteen

International Centre for Agricultural Research in the Dry Areas

Chernobyl Ecological Science Network

Sub-Saharan Africa Transport Policy Programme

Africa Project Development Facility

International Seed Testing Association

Secretariat for the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora

International Sugar Organization

World Meteorological Organization

United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development

United Nations World Food Council

Group of Seven

European Centre for Social Welfare Policy and Research

Financial Action Task Force on Money Laundering

UNESCO European Centre for Higher Education

Caribbean Food Corporation

Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa

Nordic Gene Bank

International Bureau of Education

European Centre on Prevention and Forecasting of Earthquakes, Athens

European Natural Disasters Training Centre, Ankara

R‚serve internationale maritime en m‚diterran‚e occidentale

Caribbean Agricultural Research and Development Institute

Caribbean Regional Drug Testing Laboratory

Commonwealth Conference of Postal Administrations

Inter-Agency Committee on the Climate Agenda

Caribbean Customs Law Enforcement Council

Caribbean Examinations Council

Emergency, Prevention, Preparedness and Response

Communaut‚ ‚conomique et mon‚taire d'Afrique centrale

International Livestock Research Institute

South Pacific Project Facility

Nordic Council

Indus Basin Development Fund

Mutual Aid and Loan Guaranty Fund of the Entente Council

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development

Organization of the Islamic Conference

International Computing Centre

United Nations Institute for Training and Research

African Development Bank

Organization of Ibero-American States for Education, Science and Culture

Australian Agency for International Development

Commonwealth Defence Science Organization

Agence intergouvernementale de La Francophonie

Southern African Development Community

Higher Institute of Emergency Planning - European Centre Florival

Convention on the conservation of European wildlife and natural habitats

Inter-Agency Working Group on Food Insecurity and Vulnerability Information and Mapping Systems

BioNET INTERNATIONAL - Global Network for Biosystematics

European Community Humanitarian Office

High Commissioner on National Minorities

European Initiative for Agricultural Research for Development

UNESCO Mediterranean Programme

Black Sea Environmental Programme

Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research

Committee on Human Settlements

UNESCO Regional Office for Science and Technology for Southeast Asia

Caribbean Centre for Development Administration

Asian Development Bank

International Centre for Science and High Technology

European Network of Biogenetic Reserves

Institute of Agricultural and Zootechnical Research

United Nations framework convention on climate change

European Environment Agency

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development

Framework Convention on Climate Change - Secretariat

Gulf Cooperation Council

Directie-Generaal voor Internationale Samenwerking

Energy Charter Secretariat

International Union for the Protection of Industrial Property

Centre on Integrated Rural Development for Africa

Commonwealth Defence Conference

Convention on international trade in endangered species of wild fauna and flora

Latin American Economic System

North American Free Trade Agreement

Intergovernmental Committee for Promoting the Return of Cultural Property to its Countries of Origin or its Restitution in case of Illicit Appropriation

Global Action Plan for Environment and Development in the 21st Century

Phare Programme

Association of Agricultural Research Institutions in the Near East and North Africa

International Institute of Parasitology

General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade

Mediterranean Water Network

International Criminal Police Organization - Interpol
International Civil Aviation Organization

World Customs Organization

Black Sea Action Plan

Indian Ocean Commission United Nations Interregional Crime and Justice Research Institute

FAO Commission on Plant
Genetic Resources for
Food and Agriculture

Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity

International Whaling Commission

Commonwealth Legal Advisory Service

Arab Centre for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands

International Development Association

Asian Vegetable Research and Development Center

Caribbean Health Research Council

Administrative Committee on Coordination

Andean Council of Foreign Ministers

African, Caribbean and Pacific Group of States

Organization of African Unity

Universal Postal Union

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Community Patent Interim Committee

Arab Maghreb Union

Multilateral Fund for the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

International Money Laundering Information Network

World Health Organization

Board of Governors of the European Schools

Integrated Biodiversity
Strategies for Islands
and Coastal Regions

International Olive Oil Council

World Bank Group

Coordinating Committee for Coastal and Offshore Geoscience Programmes in East and Southeast Asia

Japan International Cooperation Agency

Asian and Pacific Development Centre

Caribbean Meteorological Organization

Commonwealth Advisory Aeronautical Research Council

International Organization of Legal Metrology

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women

Joint Research Centre

United Nations Economic and Social Council

Convention for the protection and development of the marine environment of the wider Caribbean region

Pan American Health Organization

Commonwealth Science Council

Nordic Forest Research Cooperation Committee

Group of Ten

European Centre for Research into Techniques for Informing the Population in Emergency Situations

European Space Operations Centre

World Intellectual Property Organization

World Financial Authority

Intergovernmental Committee of the International Convention of Rome for the Protection of Performers, Producers of Phonograms and Broadcasting Organizations

United Nations Industrial Development Organization

United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean

East African Development Bank

Banque des Etats de l'Afrique centrale

International Trade Centre UNCTAD/WTO

Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme

Canadian International Development Agency

European Free Trade Association

WHO Regional Office for Europe

Tropical Agriculture Research and Higher Education Center

Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission

Cairns Group

United Nations Conference on Environment and Development

European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training

International Monetary Fund

International Office of Epizootics

Inter-Agency Working Group on Desertification

African Accounting Council

World Bank Institute

Colombo Plan for Cooperative Economic and Social Development in Asia and the Pacific

Timber Committee

UNDP/World Bank/WHO Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases

International Institute of Refrigeration

South Pacific Forum Secretariat

International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics

International Grains Council

International Organization for Migration

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation

Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-Based Activities

Regional International Organization for Plant Protection and Animal Health

International Fund for Saving the Aral Sea

North Atlantic Treaty Organization

Ramsar Convention Bureau

Committee on African Statistical Development

World Trade
Organization

Global Environment Facility

Programme for the
Conservation
of Arctic Flora and Fauna

UNEP World
Conservation
Monitoring Centre

Permanent Secretariat to
the Agreement on the
Conservation of African-
Eurasian Migratory
Waterbirds

Secretariat of the
Convention on
the Conservation
of Migratory
Species of Wild
Animals

Programme on
Man and the
Biosphere

Standing Committee of
the Berne Convention on
the Conservation of
European Wildlife and
Natural Habitats

Council for the Pan-
European Biological
and Landscape
Diversity Strategy

In 1992, the Convention on Biological Diversity was signed during the UN Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) in Rio de Janeiro, and
entered into force on 29 December 1994. Over 160 countries have signed the convention. The Convention's objectives are 'the conservation of biological

diversity, the sustainable use of its components and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources'. This
includes appropriate funding, access to genetic resources and transfer of technology. The Interim International Liaison Group on the Biodiversity
Convention helps prepare for and contribute more effectively to future intergovernmental meetings on the Convention on Biological Diversity, and intends
to validate recommendations of Agenda 21 on the involvement of NGO groups in environmental decision-making. The Convention is thus the first global,
comprehensive agreement to address all aspects of biological diversity: genetic resources, species, and ecosystems. It recognizes -- for the first time -- that
the conservation of biological diversity is 'a common concern of humankind' and an integral part of the development process. Governments recognize that
the biological conservation is a global issue requiring global action. Countries depend upon each other's biodiversity, and the loss of biodiversity represents
a loss to all people. Moreover, the impacts of ecosystem degradation reach beyond national boundaries requiring transfrontier cooperation to be a
necessary component of any national policy. In ratifying the Convention on Biological Diversity, Governments demonstrate a commitment to safeguarding
the planet's biotic wealth, recognizing that the conservation of global biodiversity is a common concern of all nations.
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