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What is.... 
Union of International Associations

	 •   a scientific research institute 
	 •   non-governmental 
	 •   independent  
	 •   self-financing 
	 •   registered under Belgian law  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History.... 
Union of International Associations 

•   founded in Brussels, Belgium in 1907 �
•   “Assess and describe the degree of internationalism”�
•   Established to facilitate, study and network associations�
•   Established relationship with the meetings industry�
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History….

 
Henri La Fontaine�
1913 Nobel Peace Prize: “de-facto leader of the peace movement”

Founded the Belgian League for the Rights of Women in 1890�

Paul Otlet

Bibliographer coined the term “links”

Founding father of modern information science�
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The UIA’s aims as stated in its statutes are to:


– Facilitate the evolution of the world-wide network of non-profit organizations.

– Promote understanding of how such bodies represent valid interests in every field of human activity – 

scientific, religious, artistic, educational, trade, labour.

– Collect and disseminate information on these bodies and their interrelationships.

– Present such information in experimental ways, as a catalyst for the emergence of innovative bodies.

– Promote research on the legal, administrative and other problems common to these bodies.�
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What does UIA do? 
Documents and Promotes  
the work of international associations  
(1)  by documenting global civil society activity 
Sources: 
•  directly from international associations  
•  indirectly from international associations  
•  others (journals, CVBs, ...)
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What does UIA do? 
Documents and Promotes  
the work of international associations  
(2)  by publishing research reports  
•  Yearbook of International Organizations   59th edition in 2022  
•  International Congress Calendar   since 1954�
•  International Meetings Statistics Report

•  Regular surveys of association activity 
•  Customised reports on demand 
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What does UIA do? 
Documents and Promotes  
the work of international associations  
(3)  by providing training and networking opportunities �
• UIA Associations Round Table�
• Research and Visualization experiments�
• Network Facilitation 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  �
Associations Database


The Yearbook of 

International Organizations


~75,000 profiles
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UN SDG links

Associations Database / Yearbook of International Organizations 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Events Database

The International


Congress Calendar


534,000+ events
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Global Civil Society Network

Organization-focused


Networking Tool
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Encyclopedia of World Problems

and Human Potential


Experimental Research Database




www.uia.org 
Encyclopedia of World Problems & Human Potential



www.uia.org 
Encyclopedia of World Problems & Human Potential



www.uia.org 

 
Achieving Goals, Finding Partners: 

UIA’s Global Civil Society Database 

Thank you!  


I look forward to speaking with you in my workshop.


Ryan Brubaker  /  ryan@uia.org


