
Fogo Island Newfoundland and Labrador



Who’s in the 
room?



3 Source: https://www.themeetingprofessionaldigital.org/themeetingprofessional/library/item/june_2023/4105572/

Cost Increases – Past 12 Months



4 Source: https://www.themeetingprofessionaldigital.org/themeetingprofessional/library/item/june_2023/4105572/

Cost Increases – Next 12 Months
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Budget is 
the Main 
Consideration
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How Meeting Locations are Chosen
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How do you 
choose your 
meeting 
location?
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Yet, 
Sustainability 
is Important



9

Cost is a Factor 

When Implementing 

Sustainability 

Measures



So What Can We Do?

Quebec City Convention Centre Quebec
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10 Tips and Tricks
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1. Choice of Destination

Winnipeg, Canada
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Who has 
‘sustainability’ as 
part of their 
RFP?
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2. Choice of Venues

Credit © (Montreal Convention Center) Palais des congrès de Montréal
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3. Transportation
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4. Food & Beverage
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Have you seen or 
heard of creative 
sustainable options 
regarding food & 
beverage 
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5. Swag
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6. Get a Sustainability Sponsor
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7. Tap into the Local Knowledge Capital

Dr. Shimi Kang

Riaz Meghji
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Let’s dive into 
knowledge capital
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8. No printing
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9. Reusing or renting
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Reusing or 

Renting?
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10. Measure
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Who currently 
measures?



27 Source: sdgs.un.org/goals#icons

The UN Sustainable Development Goals



28 Source: Scottish Government gov.scot

Visit Scotland

Used in national frameworks



29 Source: Government of Australia website

Australia

More International examples
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Source: JMIC – SDG report – 2020 – Palais des Congres de Montreal

Palais des Congrès de Montréal

Used for venues



31 Source: #MEET4IMPACT website

#MEET4IMPACT

Aligning company goals with the SDGs



32 Source: Explore Edmonton Website

Explore Edmonton – 

Responsible Events Program

DMO example of activities



33 Source: Singapore Tourism Board website



34 Source: Destination Canada website – courtesy of GDS Movement

Global Destination Sustainability Index

GDS - Index

Benchmarking and performance improvement



35 Source: JMIC SDG report 2020

JMIC – SDG report – 2020

Overall adoption in the Meetings Industry



36 Source: ICCA Congress  2019 Sustainability report

ICCA Congress 2019

Houston, TX

Used for Events



37 Source: #Meet4Impact and Connect Seven Group

Another events example with some of the more used 
SDGs in meetings



38 Source: Destination Canada

Innovate Canada 2023

Where to start



39 Source: Destination Canada

Concrete actions



40 Source: Destination Canada



41 Source: Destination Canada 

Incentive Canada Winter 2024 edition - plan

Learnings 



42 Source: Destination Canada



43 Source - https://www.azquotes.com/quotes/topics/sustainable-development.html
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Cost Versus Sustainability
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Images Speak Louder than Words
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Kelowna

British Columbia

Inspiration for Future

Canadian Business Events 
sustainability plan

Our Innovate Canada journey 
Tips and tricks

More resources from our partners 
across Canada



47 Niagara Falls

Takeaways and one 
action item to 
implement



What Next

Gold Bridge British Columbia



Contact Me

Virginie De Visscher
Executive Director, Business Events 

Destination Canada

1-204-802-0920

devisscher.virginie@destinationcanada.com
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